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Our Mission
To engage the Minnesota community in the study and appreciation of 
glass arts while expanding the potential of the medium.

Foci MCGA
Minnesota Center for Glass Arts (MCGA) is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the education and exhibition of glass arts. 
Our building hosts a glass studio, education center and dedicated 
exhibition space. Member supported and staffed by member artists, 
Foci MCGA offers advanced glass classes, where our expert instructors 
teach students a wide range of styles and techniques. Through these 
opportunities, we engage our local community and establish our 
Minneapolis studio as a premier destination in the appreciation of  
glass arts.

We provide hands-on glass experiences for individuals, couples and 
groups as well as narrated demonstrations of hot glass art. Artists use 
our facilities to create unique works that are displayed and sold in our 
gallery. Our hours are Monday–Friday 10am–9pm, Saturday–Sunday 
10am–5pm.

ABOUT FOCI MCGA
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About the Studio:
Foci MCGA features a fully equipped hot shop facility with space for 
blown and cast work; a neon studio; kiln studio with space for casting, 
fusing, and slumping; mold making studio; and coldworking studio.

Studio Rental:
To reserve time in any of our fully equipped studios, qualified renters can 
visit our reservation system on our website.

Online hot shop reservations must be made for a minimum of  
3 hour increments. Shorter sessions may be available. Bulk hourly rental 
is available and discounted. Call the studio to find out more.

All shop rental time is paid for at the studio when you check in for your 
reservation.

New Renters:
Please contact our Studio Techs to set up an orientation:  
contact@mnglassart.org

Location:
2010 East Hennepin Ave. Bld. 10, Box 54 
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Hours:
Monday–Friday 10am–9pm  
Saturday–Sunday 10am–5pm

Website:   Studio Number:
www.mnglassart.org  612-759-8476

CONTACT & RENTAL
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Hot Shop:
(3) Glory Holes (largest 36" depth 
x 20" diameter)

(2) 400lb capacity furnace;  
molten glass is always ready to 
use

(2) Garages

(4) Annealers (largest 5' width x 
28" height)

(1) Color Hanger (to store color 
bits while you work)

(2) Pickup Ovens

Cold Shop:
(2) Loose grit flatting mills

(1) 24" magnetic pad flatting wheel

(1) 4 station -  12" magnetic pad 
flatting machine

(1) Wet saw

(2) Engraving lathes

(1) Cutting lathe

(1) Flexible shaft engraver

(1) Belt sander

(1) Sandblaster

Kiln Shop:
(1) Large kiln for fusing or relief 
casting (76" x 54" x 17")

(1) Rectangular fusing kiln with top 
and side fire elements  
(41" x 27" x 15")

(1) Round Kiln (17" x 17" x 21")

(1) Oval fusing kiln with top and 
side fire elements  
(41" x 22.5" x 11.25")

(2) Oval fusing/casting kiln with 
top and side fire elements  
(44" x 22.5" x 11.25")

Mold Shop:
The mold shop can be used to make a variety of molds. Our facility 
should accommodate most mold making process. The shop is fully 
equipped with modeling tools, mold making equipment, several wax 
melting pots and a wax steaming area.

Neon Shop:
(4) 17" Neon burners

STUDIO FEATURES
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Glassblowing Crash Course
The Crash Course is a two-day, weekend course that introduces 
students to the hot glass studio and glassblowing process. Each day 
will comprise of 5 concentrated hours, for a total of ten-hours of hands 
on glassblowing. Students learn basic techniques and tool usage in 
addition to making some fun items to take home with them. This is an 
overview of the fundamentals. For more in-depth practices continue on 
to Glassblowing I. 

*Students will need to continue on to Glassblowing I to qualify for 
hotshop rentals

Price:  $425

 Saturdays & Sundays 10am–4pm (1-hour lunch break)

Dates: January 4–5

 April 4–5

 May 23–24

 June 13–14

 October 24–25

 November 7–8

 December 12–13

HOT SHOP
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Beginning Glassblowing
Glassblowing I Course

Glassblowing I introduces the medium of molten glass, the basic 
equipment in the hot shop and cold shop and the standard set of glass 
tools to beginners. Students learn how to work with solid and blown 
glass, and how to work with a partner. They are also introduced to 
a basic method for adding color to the glass. This class provides an 
introductory foundation to future artists, students, and hobbyists to 
continue working with hot glass and renting studio time at Foci MCGA. 

Price:  $495

 6-week course

 Saturdays 10am–1pm Tuesdays 6pm–9pm

Dates: January 11–February 15 February 4–March 10

 April 11–May 16 June 9–July 14

 September 5–October 10 November 10–December 15

 November 14–December 19
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Next Steps in Glassblowing
Glassblowing II Course

Glassblowing II builds upon the techniques learned in Glassblowing I. 
In this course, students learn the six basic forms: Cylinders, Inverted 
Cones, Cones, Hemispheres, Rondels, and Amphorae. They gain a 
better understanding of proper bubble setups for each form. Students 
also learn a variety of new punties for specific applications and be 
introduced to decorative bit work techniques. 

Price:  $495

 6-week course

 Thursdays 6pm–9pm Sundays 1pm–4pm

Dates: April 9–May 14 September 6–October 11

 June 11–July 16

Color Application
Glassblowing II Course

Color Application provides a comprehensive basis for a variety of 
ways to apply color. Within this course, students learn the aesthetic 
differences that stem from various color application methodologies. 
Students also learn how to combine and manipulate different color 
applications.

Price:  $425

 2-weekend course 

 Saturdays & Sundays 5pm–9pm

Dates: February 22–23 & February 29–March 1

 October 31–November 1 & November 7–8

HOT SHOP
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Graal
Glassblowing III Course

Graal work is a glassblowing process originating in Sweden, in which 
layers of color are added to the bubble and then carved away into 
patterns in the cold shop. This carved blank is then heated up in the 
hotshop once again in order to continue work on the piece. In this class, 
students learn and practice creating blanks, carving the blanks with their 
own pattern ideas, and then blowing out the carved blanks. Students 
also learn the Swedish Ariel technique, a further variation of the Graal in 
which bubbles are encased in the recesses of the carving.

Price:  $550

 2-weekend course

 Saturdays & Sundays 5pm–9pm

Dates:  February 8–9 & February 15–16

Hot Sculpting
Glassblowing III Course

Hot Sculpting is the process of creating forms from solid bits of glass. 
In this exciting class, students will learn strategies to manipulate solid 
glass to achieve forms from their imagination. They learn various 
methodologies to create and assemble parts into compositions in the 
hotshop, as well as how to deliver, accept, and manipulate additional 
bits.

Price:  $550

 2-weekend course

 Saturdays & Sundays 5pm–9pm

Dates:  March 21–22 & March 28–29
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Cane and Murrine
Glassblowing III Course

Cane and murrine are traditional Italian patterning techniques. This class 
focuses on teaching students to pull the initial cane and murrine as well 
as how to roll them up on both a bubble and a collar. Utilizing these 
techniques, students are shown how to create stimulating color patterns 
on their vessel.

Price:  $550

 6-week course

 Saturdays 6pm–9pm

Dates:  September 19–October 17

Venetian Techniques
Glassblowing III Course

Italian methods of glassblowing have become an important foundation 
to the American Studio Glass Movement, as well as the more 
contemporary glass being made now. In this exciting class, students are 
introduced to the foundations of Venetian Techniques in glassblowing. 
Students learn strategies for blowing thinner glass, how to properly 
prepare a bubble for blowing into an optic mold, and the basics of 
creating Venetian Style stemware.

Price:  $550

 6-week course

 Saturdays 2pm–5pm

Dates:  June 20–August 1 (No Class July 4th)

HOT SHOP
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Sandcasting
This class introduces students to the basics of ladling molten glass 
from the furnace into impressions made in sand, a process called hot 
casting. This versatile process is a thrilling way to see immediate results 
in the glass studio. It is a great way to build components for sculpture 
or to create interesting objects for the home. Students will learn the 
process from start to finish, including selection and preparation of 
objects, preparation of sand, and ladling glass into the sand molds. No 
experience needed.

Price:  $575

 6-week course 

 Wednesdays 6pm–9pm

Dates:  March 11–April 15

 November 4–December 9



9

Kiln I
Fusing/Slumping

This an introductory 3-week course that presents an overview of 
creative possibilities including cutting and shaping glass in a kiln. We 
discuss the nature of glass, how it changes form, how it reacts to 
changing temperatures, and proper kiln firing schedules for specific 
purposes. The course culminates in a simple individual, instructor 
guided project. Kilnworking is especially of interest to those who are 
interested in developing a small, home based studio.

Price:  $275

 3-week course

 Thursdays 6pm–9pm  Saturdays 1pm–4pm

Dates:  January 9–23 November 21–December 5

 March 12–26

 May 7–21

 September 10–24

Kiln II
Fusing/Slumping

This six-week course builds on the Kiln I - Fusing/Slumping curriculum. 
Students refine their previous experience and explore new methods 
behind a variety of fusing processes including pattern creation. The 
course culminates in an advanced individual, instructor guided project.

Price:  $495

 6-week course

 Tuesdays 6pm–9pm 

Dates:  January 28–March 4

 August 4–September 8

 October 6–November 10

KILN SHOP
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Imagery
Kiln III Course - Screen Printing, Stencils, and Enamels

This stimulating course presents an overview of the creative possibilities 
when using imagery with glass. The class focuses on utilizing the screen 
printing process to generate the imagery. We discuss images, image 
modification/setup, how to create transparencies from images, screen 
preparation, firing schedules for both powder and enamels, and the 
layering of imagery within a multiple panel composite. Students practice 
each step of the process for both powders and vitreous enamels. The 
course culminates in a simple individual, instructor guided project. 

Price:  $550

 4-week course

 Sundays 1pm–4pm

Dates:  March 8–March 29

Press Molds
Kiln III Course

Kiln based press molds are often used in kilnworking when objects are 
too small or thin for more traditional casting processes. It’s also used 
when the desired object has texture on multiple sides. Within this detail 
oriented class, students learn advanced moldmaking processes and 
proper kiln firing schedules for these types of molds. 

Price:  $500

 4-week course

 Tuesdays 6pm–9pm

Dates: March 24–April 14
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Jewelry
Kiln III Course

This class explores methods for combining metal and glass for 
wearables and jewelry, or small objects like key chains, small boxes 
or other projects that require attachment points for adding design 
elements. Students plan one-of-a-kind glass designs that include metal 
by layering into fused glass, as well as by cold application through 
basic jewelrymaking techniques that work well for glass. Students learn 
about the reaction of glass to metal and discover ways to use “reaction” 
as a design feature. Simple metalsmithing tools and techniques will 
be introduced as we explore the delicate balance between the jewelry 
bench and the cold shop.  Students in this class work at all levels.

Price:  $475

 4-week course

 Sundays 1pm–4pm

Dates:  September 20–October 11

KILN SHOP
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Kiln Casting I
Open Faced/Relief

Kiln Casting 1 introduces students to the basic techniques for kiln 
casting, as well as the basic equipment in the kiln shop and  
cold shop. Students learn how to model forms from clay and then 
build refractory molds around the forms to melt glass into. The work 
is created in relief format with a flat back and includes the refining of 
surfaces with coldworking processes. Students will be ready to use the 
studio to make their own work after the class.

Price:  $495

 6-week course

 Saturdays 1pm–4pm

Dates:  January 4–February 8

 April 4–May 9
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Kiln Casting II
3D Sculpture/Lost Wax 

Kiln Casting 2 introduces students to the Lost Wax process for mold 
making and kiln casting. Students learn how to create multi-part molds 
from complex found objects in order to create wax model replicas of 
those objects. We also discuss how to sculpt with wax to either create 
objects from scratch or to modify the wax replicas. These wax models 
are then be transformed into glass utilizing the kiln casting process and 
refractory molds. This is a fascinating process that can yield amazing 
results whether you’re interested in recreating objects in glass or in a 
more sculptural approach.

Price:  $550

 6-week course

 Saturdays 1pm–4pm

Dates:  March 7–April 11

 September 12–October 17

KILN SHOP
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Neon I
Working with neon can be electrifying and provocative. This extremely 
sought after class is a fantastic introduction to the world of neon. 
Students learn torch setup and safety, bending, splicing, and pattern 
creation, as well as the electrical component of working with neon. 
Whether interested in creating signs or more sculptural compositions, 
this class prepares the student for creating a final project of their design.

Price:  $450

 6-week course

 Wednesdays 6pm–9pm Sundays 1pm–4pm

Dates:  January 8–February 12 April 19–May 24

 July 1–August 5 November 15–December 20

Neon II
Advanced Methods and Group Projects

During this class, students receive more in-depth instruction to practice 
and refine their skills. Students receive individualized instruction that 
focuses on the completion of a personal neon project and collaborate 
on a large group project. The class also provides more detailed 
instruction on the use of transformers and how to wire projects.

Price:  $495

 6-week course

 Wednesdays 6pm–9pm

Dates:  May 6–June 10

 September 2–October 7

NEON SHOP
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Coldworking I
Coldworking is the reductive process of cutting, grinding, engraving, 
and polishing glass. In this class students introduced to both traditional 
and contemporary methods of using tools in the cold shop in order to 
achieve their vision. It provides students with the knowledge to work 
faster and safer in the cold shop, as well as provide a wider variety of 
options for surface decoration, texture and the manipulation of light.

Price:  $325

 6-week course

 Tuesdays 6pm–9pm

Dates:  January 7–February 11

 August 4–September 8

Coldworking II
Decoration

In this course, students will explore the decorative potential of glass 
through the coldworking or cutting and engraving processes. Student 
are introduced to traditional exercises that will be translated into 
individual designs. Surface decorating is introduced with what is 
known as “rich cutting.” Additionally, students are taught other surface 
treatment that may include sandblasting and other methods. Students 
also understand the use of faceting. Specialized cutting and polishing 
equipment is used to execute the work. 

Price:  $350

 6-week course

 Mondays 6pm–9pm

Dates:  March 9–April 13

 September 28–November 2

COLD SHOP
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Coldworking III
Advanced Techniques

Lamination is the process of gluing glass parts together with specialized 
glues. In this special topics class, students will learn to be confident in 
their ability to combine parts with glue. We will discuss the strengths 
and weaknesses of several different types of glue in addition to trying 
each of them. There will be a strong focus on using HXTAL, including the 
use of archival dyes in order to introduce color into the work.

Price:  $450

 6-week course

 Monday 6pm–9pm

Dates: April 6–May 11
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Kids Camp Survey
Our survey class allows campers to experience several glass processes. 
Students learn to cut, assemble, and melt sheet glass in our fusing/
slumping portion of this class. During the sandcasting day, they learn 
how glass can be ladled from the furnace into impressions of objects 
that they make in sand. In the final two days, students experience 
working with molten glass in the glassblowing studio and create a 
variety of objects.

Ages: 9–12

Price:  $325

 Monday–Friday 9am–12pm

Dates:  June 15–19

 July 6–10

 July 13–17

 July 20–24

 August 3–7

Kids Camp Blowing
This glassblowing intensive class for kids allows them to experience the 
magic of working with hot glass as a molten material in the glassblowing 
studio. Students focus on learning to safely use molten glass as an 
artistic material and make a variety of projects throughout the week.

Ages: 9–12

Price:  $350

 Monday–Friday 9am–12pm Monday–Friday 1pm–4pm

Dates:  June 22–26 July 6–10

  July 20–24

YOUTH CAMPS
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Kids Camp Flat Glass
In our flat glass camp, students learn to cut, assemble, and melt sheet 
glass with the fusing/slumping process. Learning is reinforced through 
a series of guided and individualized projects. The class culminates in a 
collaborative group project.

Ages: 9–12

Price:  $300

 Monday–Friday 1pm–4pm

Dates: June 15–19

 July 13–17

Teen Camp Blowing
Our glassblowing intensive camp for teens allows them to experience 
the magic of working with hot glass as a molten material in the 
glassblowing studio. Students focus on learning to safely use molten 
glass as an artistic material and make a variety of projects throughout 
the week.

Ages: 13–19

Price:  $350

 Monday–Friday 1pm–4pm

Dates:  June 22–26

 August 3–7
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Ideation
Developing Ideas and a Personal Style

In this class students learn several methods to develop, refine, and 
execute projects that lead them towards a “personal style” or a specific 
body of work. Students learn and use a Formal Ideation Process, learn 
to ask themselves strategic questions about their work, and practice 
writing about their work to inform the results. We also discuss how 
to uncover an individual personal aesthetic through mapping specific 
interests in relation to the work. Exercises include sketching, writing, 
discussion, research, and glassblowing/coldworking. Students should 
expect to spend a few hours a week outside of class developing their 
ideas as well as at least three hours a week in the studio at the student 
rate, prototyping their ideas.

Price:  $400

 6-week course

 Wednesdays 6pm–9pm

Dates: April 8–May 13

Professional Practices
This special topics class guides students through a series of exercises 
leading them to develop a professional level Artist Statement, Biography 
and Curriculum Vitae.

Price:  $350

 3-week course

 Sundays 1pm–4pm

Dates: April 11–April 25

SPECIAL TOPICS
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Rob Stern
Finding your Way

This workshop seeks to recognize and develop the individual needs of 
each student as we experiment with materials, investigate methods, and 
seek to achieve goals set through design and glassmaking exercises.  
A thorough overview of hot and cold glass techniques is offered with a 
particular eye open to invention with regards to developing originality.

A focus on the pursuit of resource materials so as to gain awareness of 
the bigger picture, discussions aimed at observing styles, influences, 
and source materials will energize your direction.

What is important to one student will simultaneously inform the group, 
thereby providing a wealth of information to build upon your philosophy 
and artistic path.

Price:  $850

Level:  Intermediate

Topic: Hot Sculpting

 5-day workshop

 Wednesday–Sunday 9am–5pm

Dates: January 15–19

VISITING ARTISTS
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Jen Blazina
Alternative Approaches to Screen Print and Glass

Have you ever wanted to combine your love of screen print with 
glass? This class explores the innovative approach of combining 
screen printing and glass through hands on demonstration and sample 
experimentation. All of these techniques can then be done in your studio 
at home.

Students learn all parts of this process, from coating a screen to the final 
print, to kiln firing schedules. 

Through a combination of techniques you learn how to apply this 
knowledge onto glass and to making prints on paper!

Price:  $850

Level:  Beginning and Intermediate

Topic: Kiln and Printing on Glass

 5-day workshop

 Wednesday–Sunday 9am–5pm

Dates: June 24–28

VISITING ARTISTS
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Mike Hernandez
Making Pictures in the Sky

Neon is an exciting medium created using hand-shaped glass tubes, 
which are then filled with noble gases and electrified. There is great 
potential for developing imagery, creating typography, and exploring 
three dimensional form through neon. In this course, students learn the 
techniques for bending and splicing glass tubes to create free-standing 
neon constructions. Students work with the instructor to develop 
concepts and execution their ideas in this versatile light-based medium.

Price:  $550

Level:  Beginning and Intermediate

Topic: Neon

 Friday–Sunday 9am–5pm

Dates:  July 10–12
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Jay MacDonnel
Object, Design

This course explores the object/gaffer relationship and the love of 
material. It is a skill driven course and includes discussions on aspects 
and approaches of design for all levels. Students work to solidify ideas 
in drawings before approaching them in the hot shop to gain a greater 
understanding of materiality. Cause and effect in the blowing process, 
and a breakdown of linear material thinking is the goal. We will make 
mistakes faster and fail harder. Blowing, sculpting, color application, 
other design elements are brought to the table of by the students will 
inform the class demonstrations. 

Price:  $750

Level:   Intermediate

Topic: Glassblowing

 Friday–Sunday 9am–5pm

Dates:  October 16–19

VISITING ARTISTS
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Kristin Elliot 
How do they do that?

Do you have a passion for cold working or precision when making 
glass? In this class students are introduced to the wonderful world of 
glass sculpture utilizing optics and color. Students are walked through 
the various processes in the cold shop of cutting, polishing, and refining 
of the material. While students create their sculptures, purpose of the 
cuts and placement will be discussed to best utilize the optical potential 
of the glass and preparing for the next steps of lamination. This process 
is entirely “cold” and therefore requires chemically bonding the glass. 
Students should walk away with a good foundation of the coldworking 
and laminating processes. 

Price:  $595

Level: Beginning and Intermediate

Topic: Coldworking

 2-weekend workshop

 Friday–Sunday 9am–5pm

Dates:  August 7–9 & August 14–16

 *Students are encouraged to utilize the shop during the   
 week or weekdays in between



2010 East Hennepin Ave. Bld. 10, Box 54
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 623-3624
www.mnglassart.org
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